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The Monumental Complex of the Santissima
Annunziata (Most Holy Annunciation) in
Gaeta hosts the Permanent Exhibition
«Saverio Urciuoli», a tribute to the memory
and dedication of a leader and profound
connoisseur in medieval and modern art
history. This exhibition offers visitors a journey
through the history and traditions of the
Sanctuary and the city of Gaeta, showcasing
artifacts, documents, and testimonies relat-
ed to the area's artistic and religious heritage.

By reservation (minimum 10 people)
complessoannunziata@istitutiriunitilazio.it

OPENING HOURS

Scan the QR code
to view opening hours

MONUMENTAL COMPLEX
OF THE SS. ANNUNZIATA
(Most Holy Annunciation)

Gaeta - Via Annunziata, 21
complessoannunziata@istitutiriunitilazio.it

www.typestudio.it
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The Institute of the Annunziata (Annuncia-
tion), a church, convent, hospital, and
orphanage, was founded on May 11,1321, by
the citizens of Gaeta. The charitable institu-
tion adopted the city's coat of arms, with a
white band in the center inscribed with the
initials A.G.P. (Ave Gratia Plena — Hail, Full of
Grace). The church, consecrated on May 11,
1354, was a large Gothic Temple with a
single nave and a square apse, with bold
pointed vaults that are still perfectly visible
today. The right flank barely touched by the
sea], the left by the only access road to the
city. Al4th-century element that can still be
appreciated today is the side portal of the
church which overlooks Via Annunziata.
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The Pious Institute —appreciated by the most
noble citizens, is endowed with large lega-
cies and donations—in the year 1416 acquired
the right to collect the «quartuccio», a duty
consisting of a quarter of the catch that the
sailors of Gaeta had to return to the City of
Gaeta. These riches allowed the Institute to
proceed with the important restructuring
work starting in 1621. The project was
entrusted to the Neapolitan architect and
marble worker Andrea Lazzari, who was
succeeded by his son Jacopo and his neph-
ew Dionisio. The facade, designed by
Andrea Lazzari, features a double order

with an elegant facing consisting of two
superimposed sections including niches
and pilasters. At the top, the main facade
is completed by a bell gable (18th centu-
ry) equipped with a majolica clock by
Matteo De Vivo.

Inside the imposing building, the 16th
century polyptych - donated by Giuliano
Colonna (1521), a work by Andrea da Salerno
(1487 apx - 1530) - stands majestically on the
apse. Above it, the grate of the Orphans' Choir.
The apse area houses the majestic woo-
den Choir (17th century), the work of the
Tuscan sculptor Colangelo Vinaccia and the
Neapolitan carver Battista Nubola. On the
walls of the Choir are the Presentation of
Jesus at the Temple (on the left) and the
Adoration of the the the Three Kings (on the
right), both dated 1720, masterpieces by
Sebastiano Conca, a native of Gaeta. The
nave is enriched by grandiose side altars
with altarpieces by Luca Giordano: the Cruci-
fixion (left) and the Adoration of the Shep-
herds (right). Opposite the side entrance is
the Chapel of the Most Holy Sacrament, with
a Maternity by Giacinto Brandi.

Adjacent to the sacristy is the Golden
Chapel, or Golden Grotto, cradle of the
Dogma of the Immaculate Conception
(1854), visited several times by Pope Pius IX
between 1848 and 1849: an art trove with
paintings by Giovan Filippo Criscuolo and
Scipione Pulzone.



